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SUBJECT: INITIAL REACTION TO ABROGATION OF SOVIET -EGYPTIAN TREATY 

1 . BASED ON LIMITED REACTIONS WE HAVE RECEIVED SINCE SADAT'S 
SPEECH LAST NIGHT RECOMMENDING TO PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY IMMEDIATE 
ABROGATION OF SOVIET-EGYPTIAN TREATY, OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT 
EGYPTIANS ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY WELCOME MOVE AS "LONG OVERDUE". 
ALTHOUGH SADAT HAD PREPARED PUBLIC FOR SUCH A MOVE LAST 
FALL, THERE WAS UNIVERSAL SURPRISE LAST NIGHT. 

EGYPTIANS, JOURNALISTS AND DIPLOMATS HAD BEGUN DISCOUNTING 
POSSIBILITY BECAUSE GOE HAD MODERATED ITS STATEMENTS DURING 
PAST FOUR MONTHS IN EFFORT TO APPEAR TO BE FOLLOWING BALANCED 
POLICY, AND MOST THOUGHT EGYPT WOULD WISH TO MAINTAIN 
RESEMBLANCE OF BALANCE BETWEEN SUPERPOWERS. 

2. CURIOUSITY CENTERS ON SOVIET REACTION. REUTERS CORRESPONDENT 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT AFTER CALLING AT SOVIET EMBASSY HE FELT IT 
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THEY WOULD NOT CONFIRM TO HIM GUMHURIYY A STORY THAT ALEX- 
ANDRIAN PORT FACILITIES HAD ALSO BEEN TAKEN FROM SOVIETS. 

SOVIET EMBOFF TOLD REUTERS CORRESPONDENT THAT SOVIET EMBASSY 
LEARNED OF SADAT INTENTION TO ASK FOR ABROGATION OF TREATY DURING 
THE COURSE OF THE SPEECH. 
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